, that examines ways that Whtman "mythologizes the Orient" and ways that Lafcadio Hearn "struggled to transcend the pervasive Whitmanesque values of his time" and looked to "Japan as a counterexample to American individualism"; finds that "Hearn's critique of American individualism as a self-complacent egoism" derived from "his analyses of Whitman," including his discomfort "with Whitman's verse due to its lack of form," with Whitman's "explicit sexual expressions," and "with Whitman's open admiration of himself as well as his belief in American democracy," attitudes that "encouraged democratic capitalism, selfish pursuit of materialistic gain, and self-complacency" and undermined "the spiritual, or invisible realms that [Hearn] saw as the sources of creative imagination," qualities that he found much more apparent in Japan: Hearn believed "one has to make efforts to erase one's individuality in order to achieve an ethically sound society," and thus he "was simply unable to sing the song of democratic America together with 
